
 

ORGANIZATION Birth Parent National Network  

LOCATION United States 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

Meryl Levine 
Senior Consultant  
Meryl.levine@gmail.com 

WEBSITE https://ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-parents/bpnn/ 

PHONE 818-523-9410  
 

TYPE 
Non-profit organization, under the umbrella of the National Alliance for Children’s 
Trust 

PROGRAM MISSION 
“The Birth Parent National Network (BPNN) is working to promote and champion 
birth parents as leaders and strategic partners in prevention and child welfare 
systems reform.” 

PROGRAM ORIGINS 

The Birth Parent National Network (BPNN) launched in 2013. It began with the Casey 
Family Programs approaching the National Alliance of Children’s Trust Prevention.  
The National Alliance had experience in working with parents in order to impact 
policy and practice. Casey Family Programs wanted to build a parent advocacy 
network where the voices of parents could be elevated and create change within 
the child welfare system. The focus of the network was to promote the voice of 
birthparents and “raise awareness with policy makers and key stakeholders around 
what are the themes and challenges that families face and how can we design 
services and systems both within the child welfare system as well as in the 
community that would benefit children and families,” as Meryl, who manages the 
BPNN, explained.  

 

COMPONENTS 
 

SIZE OF STAFF 49 parent advocacy organizations nationwide 

PARENT ADVOCATES Varies from organization to organization 

BOARD COMPOSITION 20 members, majority parent advocates 

PROFESSIONALS Varies from organization to organization 

BUDGET Budgeted 

TARGET POPULATION Birth parents across the United States 

IMPACT 

BPNN reports is has had a large impact on informing and introducing policy changes 
at local and national levels, attending and speaking at various events, webinars to 
network and meet with parents and other policymakers, and essentially involve 
parents in every level of decision making in and around child welfare.  

COMPENSATION  
Meryl is the only salaried member of BPNN.  When parents speak at various events, 
BPNN and Casey Family Programs support them and provide honoraria and stipends 
for travel and hotel.  

 

TRAINING RESOURCES 

- Practice: Activities that focus on planning, developing, improving or 
evaluating practices on local, state, or national levels, which can involve a 
variety of stakeholders from service providers to individual parents. For 
example: finance reform, foster partnering 

- Policy: Activities that focus on planning, developing, refining, or evaluation 
policies at local, state, and national level. For example: communicating with 
policy makers, public policy training 

- Recruitment: Identifying and recruiting parents to engage in policy work 
- Advocacy/Education: preparing and leading presentations or discussions to 

improve outcomes for families through best policies and practices. For 
example: strategic sharing, father engagement, parent rights 

INDIVIDUAL LEVEL 
WORK 

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS THAT DO INDIVIDUAL LEVEL WORK 
BPNN members include many organizations that do individual level work. BPNN 
encourages parent advocates from these organizations to speak at different 
conferences.  

ORGANIZATION LEVEL 
WORK 

ENSURING VISIBILITY OF PARENT ADVOCATES  
In encouraging and supporting parent advocates to become part of planning 



committees of various child welfare associated endeavors, i.e. The Family First Bill, 
BPNN builds its own organizational base as well as expands the deployment of 
parent advocates throughout the country on local, state-wide, and national 
committees.  
 

POLICY LEVEL WORK 

WORKING WITH RESEARCHERS TO IMPROVE PARENT VOICE 
Parent advocates from BPNN-membership organizations have worked with 
researchers studying the outcomes of parents working at the policy and practice 
level, i.e. serving on different councils or panels. Meryl explains that she hopes to 
elevate research about parent advocacy to support efforts to reunify families.  
 
NATIONAL LEVEL LEGISLATION: FAMILY FIRST PREVENTION CARE 
BPNN reports that parent advocates had a large role in the passage of the Family 
First Bill in February of 2018, particularly the preventive aspect of the legislation.  In 
implementing in-home family support services, early intervention in substance 
abuse cases, early entry into mental health services, and introducing preventive 
steps to the child welfare process, parent advocates “made a difference in getting 
passage of the Family First Act,” as Meryl describes. BPNN made educational 
materials available to inform legislators and the public about preventive services, 
testified at congressional hearings, and spoke extensively about opioid crisis. 
 
SPEAKING AT CONFERENCES 
As Meryl mentions, “We’re getting requests for parents to speak at different events 
to help educate policymakers around different issues. That was not what it was like 
10 years ago.” Since they have online training modules, BPNN has a wide net of 
people attending trainings as well as an increased number who recognize the 
importance of birth parents having a voice in child welfare decision making.  
 
SUPPORTING EVALUATION RESEARCH 
BPNN’s members report that parent advocacy improves outcomes in a variety of 
ways, as seen in legislation passed, the impact of story sharing, and the requests to 
speak at events, Meryl explains. The research now, she says, is moving toward 
“hardcore data that shows that parent partner programs help reunify [children with 
their] parents” and has an impact in improving outcomes overall.  
 

EVALUATIONS No formal evaluation  

PARENT-LED/PARENT-
SUPPORTED 

Parent-supported 

 

 


